
07/14/06 FRI 09:16 FAX 6177222848 141001Comm on Energy

.9,(." -G' ~?n??tQ-?l.,aRe-ak.,{ ~ ~\14«..C£ad.e.t-l'd-

,~ ~O1J .

Cl7.0£t"4.e ~ .Jz:e~"lbj;.t-t:,t£e<1,

.A<Z",t'i:- Jdt"t!.'f,IJ.. .9& o?d,(4'-}'1!, t:l ,,["' / .J:.:1- / () p (J

VINCENT A. PEDONE:

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

ROOM 540

TEL.. (617) 722-2090

Chairman.
~- -~ (;eI~$IJmer ProtBction

1 f'~ ~L~---~[~-P~C~9 C~:ldLiCensure
I~ < , I'I ulii JUL I

I.. !
!

; ;
~ L-- :-

, (~f'\BL£ TElE\'ISI0N DIVISION
L,.., ,c "-'.,-,-" -

14 2006 ~

SENT VIA FAX 617-345-9~

July 13,2006

Ms. Judith Judson

Chairperson
Department ofTelecommUDication and Energy
One South Station
Boston, MA 02110

Dear ChaUpcrnon Judson,

I am wrIting to exprcss my opposition to the pending petition submitted by Verizon having to do with
changes in the cable television fulnchising process. I am not in SUpPort of Verizon's petition to change the
c\In'ent process because it will establish a two tiered system of cablc television licensing which will result
in unfair compctition. The current cable television ftanchising process has becn in place for many years
and is essential to nnkc these fi:ancbises accountablc to t11e municipalities in which they do busincss. The
existing municipal agreements with a cable television franchise already establish a levelofpredictability
and expectation ftom the new applicants. Based on this Information, a new cable television franchise can
enter Into negotiations and make a sound business decision based on existing information.

Municipalities have demonstrated that they are willing to encoUIage more cable television competition
becaU$e it is in the best interest of their residents. After careful consideration, the Massachusetts Municipal
Association (MMA) stands .in opposition. to V erizon ' s position and suppom the present licensing

requirements. Municipalities have been and are willing to negotiat~ a fair fiancbise agreement with cable
providers in the area such as Verizon or Comcast. Verizon has signed several cable tclcvision franchi$e
agrccments and is in the proces$ of negotiating several more with other municipalities.

I do not believe that changing the current cable tclevisiolJ franchising licensing process is in the best
interest of the municipality or the consumer. The current systcm is one that has been utilized by citizens of
the CommonwcaJth for many years and should not be changed {0 satisfy a new cable television p(ovider.

~

- r;k you fo .and attention to this matter. If you have any questions or concerns, plcase do not

hcsi te contact me.

c rely, 4

Vincent~ .IC"'
Sute Representative~ lSrh Worcester District


